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Date: Thursday 12th March 2026

Dear Parent/Carer,
Examinations for National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher begin on Wednesday 22nd April 2026 and finish on Friday 29 May 2026. Each secondary school across Falkirk Council will have slightly different start and end dates to study leave. This is due to the different school calendars, events and dates for timetable changes.
Study leave arrangements in Falkirk schools are as follows:
For learners in S4:
· Study leave can be taken on the 2 school days before an examination
· Young people can choose to attend school on those days if they prefer
· Should an examination fall on a Monday, the 2 days study leave will be on the Saturday and Sunday
· Should any parent/carer wish their young person(s) in S4 to have more study leave days than that outlined above, please contact your young person’s Pastoral Head
· Once an S4 learner has completed all their examinations, they should return to lessons the following day as usual
For learners in S5/6, study leave can be taken from Monday 20th April, concluding on Friday 23rd May. However, all S5/6 pupils are invited in on Monday 20th April and Tuesday 21st April for final revision lessons as all of their classes will be covered across those two days. 
The new timetable in our school begins on Monday 25th May. Learners moving in to S5 and S6 should return to lessons on this date unless they have exams during the week beginning the 25th of May where study leave will still apply. All learners should be back in class by Monday 1st June.
All young people in S4, S5 and S6 will have an SQA assembly before the Easter break where they will receive their SQA exam timetable. As part of these assemblies all young people will receive the following information;
· If a young person has a query about their exam timetable they must let myself know as soon as is possible
· Exam start times will not be delayed for any young person who is missing
· If a young person is unable to sit an exam please inform the school as soon as possible
· Young people should check their exam timings for any alternative travel arrangements as no additional bus services are in operation during exam time
· All young people are expected to adhere to the behaviour standards outlined at the beginning of each exam by the SQA invigilators
· Young people should be prepared with the correct equipment to complete any examination
· No mobile phones, smart watches or notes are permitted - all young people are encouraged to leave these items at home or, at the very least, in their school bag at the front of the examination areas. They must not be in any pockets/on their person
· On the day of an exam pupils should wear full school uniform
· [bookmark: _Hlk223950198]If pupils wish to speak to staff during study leave the best times to do so are at the times they would usually be timetabled to see that teacher – although pupils should aim to communicate with staff in advance of this where possible
· Information about exam breakfast times has been issued - please feel free to contact if you have any queries about this
· Any bespoke arrangements for individual young people completing coursework will be communicated
· Any young person who is intending to leave school should return their leavers form after they have completed their examinations
· Any young person who is intending to leave school should return their iPad/resources after they have completed their examinations
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you, or your young person, have any queries regarding the examination diet please do not hesitate to get in touch.
Kind Regards
Mr D Yeates
Depute Headteacher
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